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RAY LEES 
Statement by Member for Cockburn 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn) [12.56 pm]: I rise to acknowledge the life of Mr Ray Lees of Wattleup, a 
former Mayor of the City of Cockburn, whose funeral was held yesterday in Fremantle. Ray was a staunch 
Australian Labor Party member and was awarded life membership of the ALP in 2005. Following his wartime 
service in the merchant marine, Ray was employed as a wharfie in Fremantle for over 30 years. A stalwart of the 
Cockburn Lakes branch of the ALP, Ray could be found at every election, state or federal, in his chair, which 
was positioned directly outside the door of the Wattleup polling booth, taking no notice of the Liberal complaints 
about the six-metre rule! Active at all levels of government, Ray was a councillor at the City of Cockburn for 
27 years, and deputy mayor and mayor of the city between 1993 and 1997. For his services to council and the 
community at large, Ray was awarded Freeman of the City of Cockburn in 1995. Ray was virtually integrated 
into the large Croatian community in Cockburn by his marriage to Rose, and through this connection he became 
a part-time and then full-time market gardener, producing the best rhubarb in Western Australia. In his legendary 
contribution to the Cockburn Labor branch fundraisers, Ray was always donating 20-kilo sacks of onions for 
raffle prizes—that is a lot of onions! Ray was an outspoken and fiery union member and branch member. At 
every meeting, he made it very clear how much he detested the Liberal Party and always pointed to the latest 
example of Liberal government outrage. He had a great depth of knowledge about local politics and local 
history, which always added to debate at branch meetings. Well-liked by all for being a straightforward, honest 
and always helpful Labor man, Ray is sorely missed by all members of the Cockburn Lakes, Jervoise Bay and 
Jandakot branches. He is survived by his daughter, Glenda, and his son, Alan. 
 


	RAY LEES
	Statement by Member for Cockburn


